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Survey Materials from Papua New Guinea under the
Tokyo University of Agriculture Centennial
Commemorative Project: Locations of 35 mm Slides
and Collected Genetic Resources

By
Rikuto Tamaxr*’, Takayoshi YosHma™*
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Summary : This study aims to provide an overview of the current state of a collection of 35 mm slide
photographs taken during field surveys in rural Papua New Guinea (PNG) in 1989 and 1991, and to
clarify the characteristics of local life technologies through a pilot digitization process. The collection
documents houses, tools, agricultural practices, material use, and work processes in their actual
contexts of use, rather than as isolated objects. As such, it constitutes an important primary visual
record that illustrates the concrete aspects of daily life closely linked to the natural environment.

Through the digitization of approximately 2,000 slides, various aspects of practical life technologies
have been identified, including the use of plant-based materials, environmentally adapted housing
structures, and the continuity of agricultural work processes. Although this represents only a portion
of the entire collection, it provides valuable insight into its overall content and nature.

However, most of the materials remain unorganized, and issues such as deterioration of slide media
and the loss of contextual information due to the decreasing number of people involved in the original
surveys have become increasingly evident. In addition, the plant genetic resources collected alongside
the photographic materials vary in their current location and preservation status. Considering these
issues, it is necessary to promote further digitization and systematic organization and to establish an
integrated system for the preservation and management of both photographic materials and genetic

resources.

Keywords : Papua New Guinea (PNG), 35 mm slide photographs, living technologies, digitization,

genetic resource management
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