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Why was the training program for curators and
librarians at Tokyo University of Agriculture named
“the Scientific Information Course”?
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Summary : This study examines the reasons and circumstances behind the naming of the librarian
and curator training programs at Tokyo University of Agriculture as the “Scientific Information
Course,” with reference to the historical context of the time and the minutes of Faculty Council
meetings. The university's Curator Course, established in 1982, was renamed the “Scientific
Information Course” in 1984, when the librarian training program was officially approved. In the
early 1980s, “scientific information” and the establishment of a central institution for its collection and
dissemination had become important issues in the Ministry of Education’s policies. In this context, it is
possible that the name “Scientific Information Course” was introduced primarily with the librarian
training program in mind. Indeed, the Faculty Council minutes from the period record that the
naming reflected the “intention of the Ministry of Education.” Yoshimura Tsuneo, who has been
regarded as a key figure in the establishment of the Scientific Information Course, held the position of
lecturer before the course was established, and no evidence of his direct involvement in its
establishment was found in the Faculty Council minutes. Nevertheless, given his previous
professional experience in scientific information and the development of information retrieval
systems, as well as the timing of his appointment to the university, it remains quite possible that he

played an important role in the adoption of the name “Scientific Information Course.”
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