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The Hoiro Stored at the Tokyo University
of Agriculture and the Tea Industry
in Chiba Prefecture
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Summary : Approximately 3,000 agricultural tools are currently stored at the Tokyo University of
Agriculture, along with a complete set of tea-making tools, including a hoiro used to dry tea leaves.
The origin of the hoiro is unknown, although it was used for the production of tencha in the 16th
century. The Uji production process, the basis of modern sencha production, was established in the
first half of the 18th century. Subsequently, sencha production and its related technology spread
across Japan as tea became the main exported product at the end of the Edo period. During this
spreading of technology, various improvements were made to the hoiro structure and the hand-
rolling production process (a method of rolling tea manually). Although a mechanical manufacturing
process using multiple tea-making machines was established in the Taisho era, the hand-rolling
production process persisted until the 1950s. The hoiro stored at the Tokyo University of Agriculture
was used by a farmer in Yachimata City, Chiba Prefecture, before it was donated in 1978. It consists
of wood, bamboo, a furnace made of high-quality clay, and a Jotan made of kraft paper pasted on a
wooden frame. The fuel for the hoiro is pine charcoal, made from the easily available pine trees in the
Hokuso region. Chiba Prefecture became one of the most advanced tea-producing areas in Japan at
the beginning of the Meiji era after the Sakura Domain and Ohno Denbe had introduced hoiros and
hand-rolling techniques from Uji and built large-scale tea plantations at the end of the Edo era.
Yachimata City, where the stored hoiro was used, has become one of the leading tea-producing areas
in Chiba Prefecture ever since the Sakura Dokyokai was established after the Meiji Restoration.
However, tea production in Chiba Prefecture has declined owing to the Great Kanto Earthquake,
which caused tea exports to shift from Yokohama Port to Shimizu Port, and damage from frost and
wind-blown dust. During the Showa era, tea production was limited to Sakura City and other areas
with relatively suitable cultivation conditions. However, small-scale tea production was also carried
out for home consumption, where tea leaves were picked from tea plants grown on ridges and
hedges and processed into tea using small hoiros and some tools. In this paper, the details of the
stored hoiro, the history of hoiros, and the rise and fall of the tea industry in Chiba Prefecture, which

is now a regional tea-producing area, are described.
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