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The Japanese archipelago is surrounded by oceans, has a
warm and humid climate, and about 70% of its land is covered
with forests. It is long from north to south and has climatic
zones ranging from subtropical to warm temperate, cool
temperate, and subarctic.

Japan's diverse environment, including steep terrain,
mountains, valleys, and rivers, has attracted both wildlife and
humans to live in harmony with nature.

In this context, satochi/satoyama in Japan consists of
farmlands and reservoirs near private homes, grasslands
for thatching and agricultural uses, and forests maintained
for firewood and charcoal. All of these resources are being
properly managed by people for their daily lives.

Satochi/Satoyama has diverse assets including rich
biodiversity, natural resources such as food and timber,
beautiful scenery, and the inheritance of local culture. Sadly,
since 1950, satochi/satoyama has been rapidly disappearing.

These days, depopulation is progressing due to the
concentration of population in urban areas, resulting in a
shortage of local farmers, and natural disasters occurring more
and more frequently. This raises a question: What kind of
society should we create in the future?

At the Department of Regional Regeneration Science, we
integrate the latest technology with the traditional culture and
knowledge of Japan's satoyama settlements and other such
local and regional communities. In this way, this department
addresses the issue of making contributions to building
sustainable land utilization systems and achieving local and
regional community development.
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