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I Read the following excerpt from a book on language and answer the questions.

Languages—both ideal and real—have long been a subject of curiosity and intellectual inquiry.
Questions about language and its function are not new; thinkers like Plato, Aristotle, and early Greek
and Indian philosopher-grammarians deeply explored them. In some areas of grammatical analysis,
ancient contributions have remained useful for over two thousand years. In the nineteenth and twentieth

centuries, linguistics emerged to pursue questions such as: What is language? What is the origin of

language? How are they acquired, and how do they change?

One basic observation is that language seems to face in two directions: it links expression to content—
it provides words and sentences to express thoughts and feelings. Language can be viewed as a coin
with two sides: expression and content.

However, language also has a third crucial dimension: context. Consider the question, “Is there a state
income tax in California?” Typical responses are “Yes,” “No,” or “I don't know"—a straightforward
exchange of information. But now consider a guest at a holiday meal asking, “Is there any salt on the
table?” Although the form is similar, the intent differs. The guest is likely requesting salt, not
information. A literal response like “Yes” or “No” would ( A ). Now imagine a different setting: a host
in the kitchen asks the same question to a guest just back from the dining room. Here, the query is
likely a genuine request for information, and “Yes” or “No” would ( B ). If the guest instead brought
the salt back to the kitchen, confusion might result.

This illustrates that, in addition to expression and content, context is essential. Language is better
seen as a triangle with three sides: expression, content, and context. In the “salt” example, the words
and sentence structure stay the same, but the speaker’s intention differs with the situation. ( 1 )
depends heavily on familiarity with the context.

All language users must distinguish among expression (the actual words and phrases), content (their
meaning), and context (the social setting). Grammar is the code linking expression to content. Grammar
in use connects this system to interpretation in real situations. Understanding both grammar and context

is essential to understanding how language truly works.
HiL . Used with permission of Cengage Learning, from Language: Its Structure and Use by Edward
Finegan 1994; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.

1 Look for the underlined part in the first paragraph. Which question do the other paragraphs answer?
O What is language? (2 What is the origin of the language?
(3 How are they acquired? @ How do they change?

2 Choose the pair of phrases that best completes the blanks ( A ) and ( B ).

@D A : be polite enough B : perplex the host

@ A : be socially awkward B : be entirely appropriate
(3 A : please the host B : be just enough

@ A : definitely upset the host B : not be sufficient

3 Choose the most appropriate word for ( 1 ).

@O Consequence (2 Situation (3 Discussion @ Interpretation
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4 According to the passage, why is context considered a crucial dimension of language?

® ® o

It determines whether language is formal or informal.
It helps the listener to understand the speaker’s intention.
It changes the grammar rules of a sentence.

It illustrates the kinds of expressions that can be used.

5 Which of the following diagrams illustrates the dimensions of language?
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I Identify the underlined expression that must be changed in order to make the sentence grammatical.

10

When the new laptop hit the market last year, hundred consumers flocked to the computer stores.

@ ©) ® @

The magazines were tied altogether so that they would be easier to carry.

o) ©) ® @

Gone through the folders one by one, we were able to find the missing bill in the storage drawer.

@ ) ® O]

I hear the staff worked throughout night to meet the client's deadline.
@® @ ® @

The shareholders were upset that there weren't any dividends paying out in the last three quarters.

@ ® ® @



11 Ecologists fear the mountain gorillas might be near extinction as there have been so few sight of

) ) ®

them in the last decade.

@

12 Most people believe that the tomato is a vegetable, but actually it is a kind of fruits.

@ ©) ® @

13 The passengers were looking impatient at the airplane, which showed no signs of taking off.

@ @ ® @

14 Nowadays, an increase number of youngsters value companionship so much that nothing seems

@ ®

of any worth compared to having friends.

® @

15 George has always had a great interest and admiration for her artistic talent.

® @ ® @

Il Choose the word or phrase that can be replaced with the underlined part without changing the meaning

of the original sentence.

16 Rates for the twin rooms at this hotel are high.

(D Percentages @ Services (3 Proportions @) Charges

17 He closed his eyes to the issue discussed at the conference.

@ considered @ ignored 3 suspended @ approved

18 You cannot always count on me just because I am your senior.

@ follow @ imitate @ rely on @ add on

19 Let's have some teatime to break the ice.

@D have a good time 2 solve a problem (3 organize the content @ lighten the mood

20 The young man takes after his father.

@ resembles 2 succeeds @ cares for @ exceeds
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