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Habitat of crayfish

Hi! I'm a crayfish.
Some people call me a crawdaddy or a crawfish.

Just like a lobster, I'm actually a shrimp.

Have you seen me?

We live in rivers, ponds, rice paddies,
swamps, and other bodies of water
in the city where you live.

We are active from spring to fall,

and in winter we dig

holes and hibernate.
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- Crayfish live in the holes they dig in pondsand rice addie. 7
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Crayfish body characteristics

My body is bright red,
and I have big scissors.
Isn't that cool?!

These scissors can cut and

grab all kinds of things.
Be careful not to get caught

when you touch us!
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Crayfish come from the U.S.A.

Do you guys know where we originally came from?
Well, we came all the way from America on a big ship.
I bet you don't know when we came to Japan.

It was over 90 years ago.

We were actually brought to
Japan to be food for bullfrogs!

- Bullfrog
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Habitat range in Japan

Now you can find us almost everywhere in Japan.
Do you know why?

It's because some people kept us as pets.

And then, some of those people

released us into the wild

—into rice paddies, rivers, swamps,
and other natural habitats.
That's how we expanded

our habitat.

@ Habitat range
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Crayfish as an alien species

Plants and animals that come from other countries

or regions are called “alien species.”

Since we're American in origin, we're also an alien species.
We're treated like the bad guys because we eat plants

and creatures that have existed in Japan for a long time.
But, you know, don't you, that humans

also destroy nature and eat various creatures!?

It's sad that we're the only ones being called

“bad guys,” and we don't get it--- .

- Crayfish in rice paddies.
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Colorful crayfish

If I say “salmon,” you probably think of an orange fish.
But did you know that it's really a white fish?
The salmon's flesh turns orange

because of what they eat.

Actually, we're the same.

Our body color changes depending

on the pigment in our food.

Isn't that interesting?
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Crayfish as a resource

There are people all over the world
who enjoy eating us and our friends.
Crayfish dishes are nutritious

and come in many varieties.

They are good for everyone's life and society.
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We can also be used as fertilizer for plants
Human food

and feed for livestock, so we're used Animal feed

a lot in the field of agriculture.

Food additive
Animal feed
Plant fertilizer

SHYyd Plant fertilizer

-ings
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There's also tons of research being done so we can be used as
materials for medicines and for other purposes. In the U.S.A.,
Europe, and China, aquafarming us has become a major industry.
In fact, we're a super organism that
can be used for a variety of purposes!
Aren't we amazing?!

- Crayfish in Chinese marke1t.
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