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Certificate of Merit, Awarded to "Mirin’
at the Vienna World's Fair (1873):
Official Overseas Expansion of Japanese Fermented
Products in the Meiji Period

By
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Summary : The certificate of merit awarded to “Mirin” at the 1873 Vienna World's Fair, where the
Japanese government officially participated for the first time, was discovered in April 2025 at the
Food and Agriculture Museum of Tokyo University of Agriculture. The certificate of merit was
awarded to Akimoto Sanzaemon (APPARE Mirin), a Shiro Mirin maker from Nagareyama City,

Chiba Prefecture. This is a valuable document that records the earliest overseas acceptance of Mirin.
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