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| Read the following excerpt from a book on language acquisition and answer the questions.

One remarkable thing about first language acquisition is the high degree of similarity in the early
language of children all over the world. Researchers have described ( 1 ) many aspects of first
language acquisition. The earliest vocalizations are simply the involuntary crying that babies do when
they are hungry or uncomfortable. Soon, however, we hear the cooing and gurgling sounds of contented
babies, lying in their beds looking at fascinating shapes and movement around them. Even though they
have little control over the sounds they make in these early weeks of life, infants are able to hear subtle
differences between the sounds of human languages. Not only do they distinguish the voice of their
mothers from those of other speakers, they also seem to recognize the language that was spoken around
their mother before they were born. Furthermore, in cleverly designed experiments, researchers have

demonstrated that tiny babies are capable of very fine auditory discrimination. They can hear the

difference between sounds as similar as ‘pa’ and ba’. < A >

Janet Werker, Patricia Kuhl, and others have used new technologies that allow us to see how ( 2 )
infants are to speech sounds. What may seem even more remarkable is that at around six months of
age, infants stop making distinctions between sounds that are not phonemic in the language that is
spoken around them. < B > Babies who regularly hear more than one language in their environment
continue to respond to these differences for a longer period. One important finding is that it is not
enough for babies to hear language sounds from electronic devices. In order to learn—or retain—the
ability to distinguish between sounds, they need to interact with a human speaker. The Internet abounds
with remarkable videos of infants reacting to language sounds. < C >

Whether they are becoming monolingual or bilingual children, however, it will be many months before
their own vocalizations begin to reflect the characteristics of the language or languages they hear and
longer still before they connect language sounds with specific meaning. < D > However, by the end
of their first year, most babies understand quite a few frequently repeated words in the language or
languages spoken around them. They wave when someone says ‘bye-bye’; they clap when someone says
‘pat-a-cake’; they eagerly hurry to the kitchen when ‘juice and cookies’ are mentioned.
Hi it - Reproduced by permission of Oxford University Press from How Languages are Learned by Lightbown, P.M.

& Spada, N. (¢) Oxford University Press 2013.

1 Choose the most appropriate phrase for ( 1 ).

@D biological features of (2 positive parental tips for

(3 underlying rationale for @ developmental sequences for

2 Look for the underlined word “discrimination”. Which of the following sentences uses the word in
the same meaning?
(D There should be no discrimination on the basis of skin color.

The new law should reduce the possibility of unfair discrimination against women.

Discrimination among the species was a challenge to the researchers.

®» ©® ©

Age discrimination in employment is still common in some countries.



I

3 Choose the most appropriate word for ( 2 ).
D sensitive (2 indifferent (@ agreeable (4 oppressive

4 Choose the most appropriate place to insert the following sentence.
For example, by the time they are one year old, babies who will become speakers of Arabic stop
reacting to the difference between ‘pa’ and ‘ba’ which is not phonemic in Arabic.

O < A > @ < B > ® < C > @ < D >

5 Choose the statement that can be inferred from the above passage.

(D Monolingual native-Japanese speakers could distinguish ‘r'" and ‘1" sounds that are not phonemic in
Japanese when they were eight months old.

(2 Babies who are not talked to by people around them can still acquire language if they have an
opportunity to listen to human speech through TV or radio.

(3 A newborn baby, whose mother is a monolingual native-English speaker and has been living in an
English-speaking community during pregnancy, will be perplexed when spoken to in Japanese.

@) Just before a baby becomes one year old, they can say ‘bye-bye’ when someone waves at them, or ‘I

want some cookies’ when someone goes to the kitchen.

Identify the underlined expression that must be changed in order to make the sentence grammatical.

6 After our discussion, we decided to take a later flight and so that we could spend more time with

@ @ ® @

the clients.

7 The results of our marketing survey show that there will be quite a demand for electric cars in the

@ @ ®

ahead years.

@

8 I am familiar with the difficult situation she was on but I can't condone her negligent behavior.

@ @ ® @

9 Dozens of applicants showed up for the position, but when it came time to interview them, we could

@ @ ®

talk to only handful.
@

10 In view of the circumstances, neither the managers nor the vice president are being considered for

@ ©) ® @

promotion at this time.



11 The counselor strongly urged that the case is settled out of court.

@ ©) ® )

12 The rise in the value of the dollar led to a sharp drop in sales of exported goods and increase

@ @ ® @

unemployment.

13 When Alaska became the forty-ninth state, the forty-eighth, Arizona, was a state for forty-seven years.

) @ ® @

14 Comparing to the trouble we've had in the past, that is only a minor inconvenience.

@ @ ® @

15 Were it not for your support, we will not be able to purchase the building down the street and

@ @ ®

redesign it.

@

I Choose the word or phrase that can be replaced with the underlined part without changing the meaning

of the original sentence.

16 Finally the government decided to address the environmental problem seriously.

D speak about 2 reveal @ deal with @ consider

17 Please file an application for the scholarship by the end of this academic year.

@ submit (2) organize 3 complete @ save

18 Mr. Tanaka is the most likely successor to him as chancellor.

D supporter of (2 candidate for (3 adversary of @ replacement for

19 I couldn’'t put up with the noise, which caused my headache.

@ reduce (2 obliterate 3 stand @ offset

20 The results of the experiment contradicted the researchers’ theory.

@O denied @ reinforced @ proved @ backed up
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