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An International Symposium on Agri-environmental Polices: Combining Theory with Practice
The past decades have witnessed the development of agri-environmental policies
(AEPs) that entail the transfer of public funds to farmers (direct payments), both in the context
of developing and developed countries. The public policy objective for intervening is not only to
incentivize the stewardship of natural and environmental resources in rural areas, but also to
remedy a market failure stemming from the divergence between social and private benefits.
A growing body of literature on this topic has addressed many of the relevant issues,
including the definition and classification of AEPs, motivation of eligible farmers and/or
communities to participate in AEP programs, program design and targeting for enrollment,
conditionality for AEP payments, performance and permanence of the fiscal spending, conflicts
and tradeoffs between various policy goals, complementarity with other policy instruments,
and so on. However, there yet remains much to be learned about the challenges and future
evolution of AEPs. This symposium evaluates, in particular, the AEPs that have been
implemented in Japan and the EU. The hosting body, the Association for Regional Agricultural
and Forestry Economics provides fellow members with an opportunity to give some thoughts
to this emerging issue of academic and practical importance.
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