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Reorganization of Camellia and Azalea Collections
Through Museum Practice
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Summary : In 1993, the Atsugi campus of the Tokyo University of Agriculture was designated as a
museum-equivalent botanical garden facility. Because the campus functioned initially as a farm, the
areas were divided according to crop species. However, displays expected of a typical botanical
garden currently do not exist at the facility, and it is instead a university campus with rich greenery.
Camellias and azaleas were collected during the Atsugi farm period, and many varieties were planted
in relatively large clusters. Although a camellia garden was established in 1970, it has been left
unattended since the establishment of the Atsugi campus in 1998 and is not clearly indicated on
campus maps or other university information sources. A survey revealed that 236 camellias, mainly
Edo varieties, were planted on a slope of approximately 1,300 square meters adjacent to the student
hall, which used to be named the Camellia Sample Garden. To reconstruct the area as a camellia
garden, it has been used and maintained as a learning opportunity for museum training, which
includes checking the number of individuals and creating a planting map. Several azaleas, many of
which are Kurume varieties, were planted along the road stretching from the previous main gate. In
this paper, the lessons learned from the practical training and the status of the maintenance work
using camellias and azaleas are reported. Additionally, the proposed future use of the campus is
stated.
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