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Dr. Norio KONDO’S World
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In a large part of an 82 year life span, he contributed to the university, academic society, our
country and other nations. He taught over 1000 students in his lab, wrote many scientific papers,
and made a significant number of domestic trips and international survey trips (over 35 nations, 50
times). He holed natural history expositions about 132 times in Japan where he displayed results
from international survey trips. He also created 10 parks and gardens in Japan and the other
countries. Furthermore, he planned and advised 5 projects. Finally, he left 7 special words as a
scientist for the future generation.

Prof. Dr. N. KONDO did take a leadership role in diverse activities as described above, but at the
same time his performance caused misunderstanding to some people about his profession. Actually
he realized a large number of wide subjects like populations, energy, foods, environment and others
based on idea of food chain and agricultural science. In this book, author is very happy if you find
how agronomist prof. Dr. N. KONDO is unique and rare in those fields, who is a typical person with
principal idea of environmental symbiosis studies.
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His earlier years in Ise, Matuzaka (1915—1933)
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Professor Norio Kondo was born in Matuzaka, Mie prefecture, in Japan, on April 28, 1915 as the
second son of Ozu family who was a famous merchant. He loved animals, fish and plants in his
childfood. He had his own small green house with 500 kinds of succulents and cactus in which he
was getting more interested. In his home town, there was the Ise Shrine, of which nature and old
traditional culture might have affected his mind. The author thinks that professor Norio kondo’s
philosophy of natural history was established in his earlier stage.
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Seedless Water melon and Institute for Breeding Research Tokyo University of Agriculture in
Setagaya
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Dr. Norio KONDO entered Tokyo University of Agriculture in 1934 after he graduated from Tsu
high school. During his school age, his interest did not change. Therefore, he traveled for collecting
plants to southern island like the Bonin Island etc. In the laboratory, he studied cytogenetics with
Dr. Masao So and Dr. Yonehachi Nishimura. Because he recognized a name of famous cytogenetist
Prof. Dr. Hitoshi Kihara in Kyoto University, he transferred to the Kihara Institute of Biology in
Kyoto University after graduation from the Tokyo University of Agriculture in 1939. There, he did
research works on wheat and triploid water melon (seedless) until 1948.

He was invited to the Tokyo University of Agriculture as an associate professor by the
university president for the purpose of establishing the laboratory of Breeding Research. Then he
founded the Institute for Breeding Research the Tokyo University of Agriculture in 1950, where he
invented seedless water melon and wingless chicken (1950). His interest was expanded to natural
history and biology, and then he planned survey trip to Africa and Madagascar. He experienced
a variety of things in nature and collected so many specimens that were open to the Public by a
special exposition in department stores and TV program. Prof. Kondo’s and University's name were
well known to all over the Japan.
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New name and structure
The Research Institute for Evolutionary Biology
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The Institute for Breeding Research Tokyo University of Agriculture was changed the name
to the Research Institute for Evolutionary Biology in 1974, under authorization of the Ministry of
Education in Japanese Gorvenment, for the purpose of expanding research subjects and program
from only breeding to evolutionary biology.
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Philosophy and practices in environmental symbiosis
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Honoraly Professor Dr. Norio KONDO (1915—1997) studied and researched on various
issues such as populations, foods, agriculture, environments, landscape, energy based on biology
and agricultural science.He had been doing practical works of natural symbiosis, environmental
symbiosis, and regional symbiosis which are called 3 symbiosis (Sinji 1990) with [Philosophy,
Planning, Plactice] in a balanced manner for each 3 Symbiosis.He was the right person who
provided models of practical works in environmental symbiosis.
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Regional symbiotic activity of volunteer in practice
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In this chapter, two regional symbiotic activities are shown. The first is a volunteer activity
(Volunteer Southern Cross Japan Association) to express our appreciation to Madagascar as Dr.
Kondo's field for scientific researches. The second is a plan for open air natural history museum of
PETIT MADAGASCAR
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